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mutually to afford to one another in case of need.l The envoys
who brought this treaty to England for ratification were em-
powered to make a formal demand for the hand of Elizabeth,
and on May 16, the marriage contract was signed.2

The treaty was perhaps the more acceptable to James
because the Spanish Government had lately been compelled to
(Vntinued unmas^ *ts views. All through the spring, Digby had
offers of been from time to time charged with messages to his
"pam" master to the effect that Philip would gladly agree to
give his younger daughter to the Prince, if only matters of re-
ligion could be accommodated. When Lerma was asked what
was meant by accommodating matters of religion, he coolly
replied that Philip expected that the Prince of Wales should
become a Catholic.

For some time at least no more was heard of a Spanish
marriage.    No one would have rejoiced more than Salisbury at
the failure of the negotiation with Spain, combined with the
success of the negotiation with the Elector Palatine.   He was no
r        longer capable of joy or sorrow.   His health had long
Salisbury's    been failing.  Though he had not completed his forty-
ninth-year he was prematurely old.    In December,
1611, he had an attack of rheumatism in his right arm.    To-
wards the end of the month, it had almost entirely
passed away.3   A few weeks later he was seized with
an ague, which was accompanied by symptoms which indicated
that his whole system was breaking up.4  From this condition he
rallied, and it was supposed that the danger was at an end.    In
the second week in March he was able to walk in his garden
and began to apply himself to the business of his office.    A few
days later it was given out that he was completely recovered,
and that his illness had never been serious.5   The change did
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3  Chamberlain to Carleton, Dec. 4 and 18, Court and Times, i. 151.
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